[Levels of homovanillic acid and 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid in the cerebrospinal fluid in patients with focal cerebral ischemia].
The investigated group comprised 35 patients where clinical examination revealed focal cerebral ischaemia in the area of the a. cerebri media. In the group of elderly patients above 60 years, as compared with controls, the homovanillic acid (HVA) and 5-hydroxyindolacetic acid (5-HIAA) concentration in cerebrospinal fluid was elevated. In the group of patients under 60 years no changes in the concentration of these metabolites were found. In older patients the increased level of metabolites in cerebrospinal fluid persisted also after three days following the attack, while in younger patients the elevated HVA and 5-HIAA levels were found only in specimens collected up to three days.